
     As they did in 2019, the BBRP 
board authorized funding again in 
2020 to award up to 100 nest 
boxes to qualifying applicants. Ap-
plications were accepted until Feb-
ruary 1st of 2021, with awards 
being made and boxes distributed 
in March. 
     For the 2020-21 application pe-
riod nine applications were re-
ceived, eight of which met the 
program qualifications and all 100 
nest boxes were granted. This year 
four golf courses, two city parks, 
one of which is monitored by 
school students, a nature center 
and a State trail on a former Soo 
Line rail bed were the recipients.  
They’re in counties from Houston 
in southeastern Minnesota, up to 
Chisago just north of the metro, 
with Ramsey, Hennepin, Rice, 

Dakota and Anoka rounding out 
the distribution.  These 8 organiza-
tions have been maintaining blue-
bird trails for an average of 13 
years; they have an average of 22 
nest boxes currently installed and 
1 to 4 volunteers doing weekly trail 
monitoring. They’ve all stated their 
aging trails are in need of nest box 
replacement. The BBRP grants will 
be put to very good use. 
     BBRP is ready to receive appli-
cations for the 2021 granting pe-
riod which closes on February 1, 
2022. The program requirements 
and an application form can be 
found on the BBRP website, 
www.bbrp.org, under the heading 
‘Public Lands Nest Box Program’. 
Questions about the program can 
be sent to info@bbrp.org. 
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“Scented Tree” Gnat Deterrent Solution For Wooden Nest Boxes 
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     Where the bluebirds are this 
year is a mystery. I have had a 
minimum of six paired-houses 
on a bluebird trail along the 
Wadena – Ottertail County line 
since 1987. They are spread 
across four, two to three acre 
fields of prairie grasses and 
wildflowers, surrounded by 
aspen, oak, pine, and spruce. 
Our earliest sighting was on 
March 4, 2000, a winter without 
snow. The latest April 30, 2019. 
As I write this report on May 5, 
I have been visiting the trail fre-
quently, which is easy to do as 
I live on the property. The wind 
has been southerly and the 
temperature mild to warm only 
a few of these days. Still, the 
bluebirds should be here. 
     In 1991, the BRP issued a 
report on bluebirds that in-
cluded arrival times for the 
southern and northern part of 

the state. For the Wadena area, 
the peak was mid-to-late March. 
This held true from my experi-
ence as the average arrival date 
was March 25, and remained so 
until the early 2000s, when it 
began shifting to mid-April. Also, 
the bluebirds used to arrive here 
a few days before tree swallows. 
The last few years, the opposite 
has been true. This past week-
end these swift little fellows 
have been buzzing over the 
fields like WWII fighter pilots in a 
dogfight. One of these days, the 
bluebirds will suddenly appear in 
all their brilliance. But it remains 
a concern that they are so late 
in arriving.  
 
Wadena County Coordinator 
Paul Sailer 
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“Scented Tree” Gnat Deterrent Solution For Wooden Nest Boxes”  Part 2 

Bluebird Recovery Project (BRP) – Wadena County Volunteer Coordinator’s Report – 2021  

Photos   by Doris Glander

Photo   by Paul Sailer
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Bluebird Polygamy… “Hot Times” in Florida 
By Jeanne Wilkinson, Anoka County Bluebird Recovery Coordinator

     For the last 12 years I’ve been monitoring a bluebird trail in the City of Anoka started by the late Vern 
Emmons, an avid blue birder.  Needless to say, I’ve enjoyed the weekly inspections, data gathering and re-
porting of results each fall. Since my husband and I spend 5-6 months each winter in central Florida, I 
thought it would be fun to create a bluebird trail there.  I purchased 4 Gilbertson PVC nest boxes and en-
listed neighbors to host a box in their backyards overlooking a golf course.  Soon after arriving in November, 
we had bluebirds checking-out our boxes.  
     By early March, much to our surprise, we had two females and one male building a nest in our box.  By 
March 11th I counted 5 cold eggs.  However, four days later I found nine warm eggs. Soon, I observed both 
females looking out the hole… apparently both incubating their clutch of nine eggs at the same time.  In the 
meantime, the male bluebird was busy dive bombing any squirrel that dared get within 20 feet of the nest 
box.  On March 29th we were delighted to find nine hungry bluebird babies. When I checked them a week 
later, I found eight babies neatly lined up in a circle with the ninth one in the middle.  The next two weeks all 
three parents were observed busily feeding the youngsters and removing waste sacks.  Chirping from the 
nest was heard as they became more demanding.  Up to three heads with mouths open were seen greeting 
the parents as they took turns dropping off bugs every few minutes.  On April 12th all nine babies fledged… 
one month after eggs were laid. I’m happy to report that all four nest boxes on our Florida trail were suc-
cessful, however, only our box had a threesome and nine kids! 
     We returned to Minnesota soon after our bluebird adventure. I recruited a neighbor to continue monitor-
ing the trail.  She reported the threesome is back starting a new nest… “Hot Times” in Florida! 
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Tidbits
Donations -Thank You!

Alan Hale, Rochester MN in memory of Dr. Po Scholz 

Tom & Lisa Boevers, Faribault MN 

Mike & Stacy Shuda, Faribault MN 

Richard Powell, Owatonna MN 

Rick Fagen, White Bear Lake MN 

Wendy Andberg, Ham Lake MN 

Jim Walker, New Brighton MN 

Sue & Todd Middleton, Northfield MN 

Laurie Winzig, Faribault MN 

Jerry & Dianne Barta, Medford MN 

Tate Running, Northfield MN 

Brian Anderson, Faribault MN 

Leslie Pilgrim, Mendota Heights MN 

Denise Olson, Dennison MN  

Like many organizations this last year, we had to meet virtually for our Spring Expo. We had 79 in attendance in addi-
tion to our board members. 35 were current BBRP members. 6 were Master Naturalists (3 of those are also BBRP 
members). That means there were about 40 people who were not members, good outreach to teach more people 
about bluebirds and what we can do to help them nest successfully. 

************* 
In the May 5th StarTribune Birding section Jim Williams wrote about the bluebird die-off down south. “Snow, ice and 
cold weather killed bluebirds and other early migrants in a wide swath from Oklahoma to the East Coast. Reports 
from the newspapers throughout that area say Eastern Bluebirds and other early spring migrants froze, or died from 
lack of food and water.” I know that bluebird groups on Facebook posted some sad pictures of birds that died of expo-
sure.  

************* 
Joe Adelmann and his wife JoAnn make and sell the nest boxes we’ve have at the BBRP Expo in the past. You can 
contact the Adelmanns directly. They live in the Owatonna area and their email address is 
josephadelmann@msn.com or you can call them at 612-598-1374 or 507-213-0199. They’ll be happy to supply you 
with whatever your bluebird nest box needs may be. 

************* 
Correction 
Bill and Mary Bailey live in Olmsted County and have always reported as such.  On Page 2 of the Winter 2021 Edi-
tion, 100 Club Members article they were mistakenly listed as being in Fillmore County. Our apologies for this error. 
 Bluebird Recovery Program of MN

Bluebird Recovery Program Membership Enrollment in the Bluebird Program includes: Initial Information Packet 
containing a full color Trail Guide, Top Ten Tips including colored Nest Guide, Record Keeping booklet, Pole 
assembly instruction sheet, yearly Report Form and quarterly Newsletter. There are also annual meetings and a  
yearly Bluebird Expo. Consultation and advice are available by phone, e-mail, correspondence or in the field. 

Enrollment Contributions are TAX Deductible.         New Member    Renewal 
Membership Periods Are: 

2 years  $23.00 5 years  $55.00 Lifetime  $150.00 
Name  Address    

City  State  Zip County   

Phone  Email    

Please indicate how you’d like to receive the BBRP quarterly Newsletter ___ via email or ___ via USPS 
If giving a membership as a gift please enter your name below so the recipient can be aware of your generosity: 

 
Please mail form and payment to:  
BBRP c/o Brianna Frisch, 11018 Taylor Hill Road Minnieska, MN 55910
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 Need help or have suggestions? Call your County Coordinator! 
 
If you are an active bluebirder, and would like to donate some of your time to help others help the bluebirds, the 
BBRP is looking for more county coordinators.  If interested, contact Carrol Johnson, State Coordinator, at  
507-664-9433 or mnbluebirder@hotmail.com for more information.

  AITKIN 
Steve Gilbertson 
Aitkin 
218-927-1953 
 
ANOKA 
Jeanne Wilkinson 
Anoka 
763-229-9972 
jgwilk@comcast.net 
 
BELTRAMI 
Jim Humeniuk 
Bemidji 
218-766-1390 
jimhum59@gmail.com 
 
BENTON 
Bob & Sandy Rajkowski 
Rice 
320-393-2909 
 
CARLTON 
Steve Gilbertson  
Aitkin 
218-927-1953 
 
CROW WING 
Mary Kalinowski 
Baxter 
218-829-5297 
marydee@brainerd.net 

DAKOTA 
David Schmidt 
Inver Grove Heights 
651-457-9195 
schmidt_dw@yahoo.com 

 
Marlys Shirley 
Farmington 
952-469-3510 
gshirley@frontiernet.net 
 
FILLMORE 
Mary Bailey 
Chatfield 
507-867-9918 
marycbluebird@gmail.com 
 
Mike Jeresek 
Rushford 
507-864-2573 
san@acegroup.cc 
 
GOODHUE 
Steve Malecha 
Cannon Falls 
507-581-4383 
 
HENNEPIN 
John Hauser 
Bloomington 
952-831-8132 
jgshauser@gmail.com 
 
Bob Hursh 
Edina 
952-334-5084 
 
 
Pete Meyer 
Mound 
952-472-7449 
 

HOUSTON 
Mike Jeresek 
Rushford 
507-864-2573 
san@acegroup.cc 
 
HUBBARD 
Ron Jensen 
Park Rapids 
218-732-4205 
jenspr@unitelc.com 
 
ITASCA 
Rick Blake 
Grand Rapids 
218-327-3303 
 
KANABEC 
Steve Gilbertson 
Aitkin 
218-927-1953 
 
LAKE 
Beth Urban 
Ely 
218-365-5047 
 
LE SUEUR 
Bruce Smisek 
Montgomery 
507-364-8966 
montgomerysodco@gmail.com 
 
Ben Bartusek 
New Prague 
952-758-3398 
bartusek@bevcomm.net 

LYON 
Paul Rasmussen 
Russell 
507-823-4731 
 
Rita Engels 
Ghent 
507-428-3554 
 
MORRISON 
Mike & Kelly Fulford 
Little Falls 
612-581-6400 
mike@oliverspoint.com 
 
OLMSTED 
Mary Bailey 
Chatfield 
507-867-9118 
marycbluebird@gmail.com 
 
POPE 
Barb Mulvaney 
Glenwood 
320-278-3763 
mulvaney@tds.net 
 
RAMSEY 
George Brown 
Ramsey 
651-245-2435 
g.r-b.jr@comcast.net 
 
RICE 
Carrol Johnson 
Northfield 
507-664-9433 
mnbluebirder@hotmail.com 

Fern & Ken Vesledahl 
Nerstrand 
507-645-8610 
fvesledahl@outlook.com 
 
SCOTT  
David Schmidt 
Inver Grove Heights 
651-457-9195 
schmidt_dw@yahoo.com  
 
SHERBURNE 
Jan Wallin  
Zimmerman 
763-442-4390 
 
ST. LOUIS 
Beth Urban 
Ely 
218-365-5047 
 
SWIFT 
Bill Hoberg 
Benson 
320-843-3988 
 
 WABASHA 
Carol & Dale Nibbe 
Lake City 
651-345-2410 
 
WADENA 
Paul Sailer 
Wadena 
218-631-4401 
josiemae@wcta.net 

WASECA 
Wally Swanson 
Waterville 
507-362-8760 
dendroica55@gmail.com 
 
WASHINGTON 
David Morgan 
Stillwater  
651-430-2427 
Leadrsheep@aol.com  
 

George Brown 
Ramsey 
651-245-2435 
g.r-b.jr@comcast.net 
 

WINONA 
Brianna Frisch   
Minnieska  
507-459-4829 
bri_kruse@hotmail.com 
 

WRIGHT 
Mary A Swenson 
Monticello 
763-516-1074 
maranswen@aol.com 
 

Brianna Frisch (Membership) 
Minnieska, MN   
507-459-4829  
bri_kruse@hotmail.com  
Carrol Johnson (State Coordinator) 
Northfield, MN  
C-507-649-0126   H-507-664-9433 
mnbluebirder@hotmail.com  
Jeanie Mortenson 
(lExpo Chair) 
Faribault, MN  
507-332-7003 
jeanieandcarl@hotmail.com  
Karah Bausch Olson 
Minneapolis, MN  
612-819-0944  
Karah.Bausch@target.com 

David Schmidt (Board Chair) 
Inver Grove Heights, MN   
651-457-9195 
schmidt_dw@yahoo.com 
 
Marlys and Glen Shirley 
Farmington, MN    
952-469-3510 
gshirley@frontiernet.net 

 Marilyn Suter 
Farmington, MN  
C-651-900-4335  
mbszsuit79@gmail.com  

Wally Swanson (Annual Report) 
Waterville, MN  
507-380-4106 
dendroica55@gmail.com 

Virginia Windschitl (Newsletter) 
Farmington, MN  
651-463-8056 
edbbnews@outlook.com  

BBRP Board Members

Photo by Doris Glander

Photo by Doris Glander



May 20-22, 2021 - Detroit Lakes Festival of Birds 
23rd Annual Festival of Birds  
 
May 31 – Memorial Day 
 
June 5, Saturday, 2 – 9 PM - Rhubarb Festival, Lanesboro  
Celebrate Minnesota’s sweet-tart favorite 
 
June 21 – First day of Summer 
 
Sept 30 – 5:30 p.m. An Evening Celebrating the Missis-
sippi River: Our Healing River. 
Online or in person at Nicollet Island Pavilion, 
Minneapolis – Friends of the Mississippi River 
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Bluebird News is published quarterly by the  
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BBRP is a 501(C)(3) Organization 
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Editor BB News: Virginia Windschitl,  
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Submit articles, trail tips or 
pictures to:   

editor@bbrp.org 
General Information about BBRP: 
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Or call:   952-469-2054 

Our Mission: 
“To encourage, inspire, educate and 

assist individuals and organizations to 
become actively involved in the 

restoration and preservation efforts to 
sustain a healthy and expanding 
population of bluebirds and other 

native cavity nesters.” 
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Upcoming Bluebird  
Informational meetings 

Aug. 29, 30, 31, Information Booth - Rice County Steam & Gas Grounds—Dundas, MN (1 
mile South of Northfield, MN on Hiway 3).  Contacts: Rice Co. Coors—Carrol Johnson, (507)
664-9433 or Keith Radel (507)334-2491 
 

Sept 20, 21- ”Goods from the Woods” Info Booth and program—”How to attract Bluebirds and 
Keep them Safe” - IRA Civic Center, Grand Rapids, MN—Contact: Keith Radel, State Coor., 
(507)210-0961 
 

Sept 27—12:30 pm—SE MN Bluebirders Potluck Picnic—Groen Park, Chatfield, MN—
(Directions from only stoplight in Chatfield, 3rd & Main; Go South on 3rd to Groen Park on 
left. Barbeques and refreshments furnished. Please bring a dish to pass, salad, hot dish, or des-
sert, Door Prizes! Awards! Come join the fun and share your Bluebird stories!.  Contact: Mary 
Suttinger, Olmsted Co. Coor, (507)867-9118. 
 

Oct 11– 5:30 pm, Rice & Steele Co Potluck Picnic– River Bend Nature Center, 1000 Rustad 
Road, Faribault (SE corner of Faribault), Barbeques and beverages furnished, bring a salad, hot 
dish or dessert to pass, Door Prizes! Awards! Share the fun and your stories! Contacts: Loren 
“Murph” Murphy (507)334-7958 and Keith Radel (507)334-2491. 
 

Oct 27—7:00 pm—Information Mtg for Lakes Area Birding Club, Detroit Lakes, MN, City 
Library at corner of Washington and Frazee. Contact: Bruce Besse, Club President, (218)847-
1711 
 

Oct 30—7:00 pm, Information Meeting, Rochester Community Education, Northrup Comm. 
Ed. Ctr., 201 8th St NW, Rochester, MN.  Contact: Lisa Storey, Olmsted Co. Coor. ((507)529-
8082. 
 

April 18, 2009—State Bluebird Conference!! Location TBD 
Thank you to everyone who wrote articles, provided photographs or helped with the mailing of this publication of the Bluebird News. 
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