
Nerstrand Big Woods State 
Park received 8 new nestboxes 
from BBRP. Here is what their 
naturalist had to say. 

“Nerstrand Big Woods State 
Park is a great place to visit when 
you are looking to see birds. 
Home to numerous species of 
warblers, flycatchers, woodpeck-
ers, and thrushes, it is easy to 
spend a whole day with binocu-
lars glued to your face.   

Earlier this summer I noticed 
a flash of blue near the park's 
entrance sign. Much to my de-
light, I quickly realized that it 
was an eastern bluebird.  I 
watched him for several minutes, 
as he would land in an oak, 
swoop down to the ground, and 
then return to the nearby nest 
box. 

Nest boxes like these com-
pliment the many natural nest 
sites that the state park protects. 
This year nearly 100 young 
hatched in the park’s fourteen 
nest boxes.  It is encouraging to 
hear this, because this creates an 
opportunity for our visitors to 
see more of these beautiful 
birds.  When they do, I hope they 
find as much joy in the experi-
ence as I do.” 

 
Andy Wendt, Interpretive Natu-
ralist, Nerstrand Big Woods State 
Park 

        Unfortunately, we did not have 

an Expo this year but your BBRP 

board has continued to meet and 

plan for the future. We had a Zoom 

board meeting in June and met in 

person in August. We were masked 

and social distancing at the picnic 

shelter at Oddfellows Park in North-

field and it was good to visit in per-

son and work on BBRP issues. 

        It has been several years since 

the BBRP Board had a chairperson. 

After the departure of a chairperson 

several years ago the board mem-

bers have led meetings on a rotating 

basis. This was all during difficult 

times dealing with IT issues, banking 

issues, and the task of setting up our 

own 501(c)(3). Before the June !0th 

meeting David Schmidt volunteered 

to take a leading role on the board 

and was unanimously elected chair-

person at that Zoom board meeting. 

The Chairperson position is a two-

year term with a possible one-time 

renewal of two more years.  David 

has been a real asset to the organi-

zation, spearheading the task of up-

dating our website and dealing with 

other IT issues and has demon-

strated his leadership skills already 

as a board member for the last two 

years. He is a volunteer at the Min-

nesota Zoo and a certified  Min-

nesota Master Naturalist and has 

coordinated the monitoring of sev-

eral bluebird trails in Northern 

Dakota County with a crew of volun-

teers for a number of years.   

        The board has been working 

on updating contact information on 

membership, especially for our many 

lifetime members, sending out post-

card to them. Have you checked out 

our new online membership system 

featured in the Spring newsletter? 

We are also closely monitoring the 

Covid-19 situation as we deal with 

the difficulty in planning for the com-

ing year. As Mary Bailey pointed out, 

the Southeastern Fall Picnic, usually 

held in Chatfield, was cancelled. The 

South Central Picnic, usually held in 

Faribault, needs a new coordinator if 

we are to continue that in the future.  

        Finally, we encourage all of you 

who monitor bluebird trails to file 

your Trail Report with BBRP either 

by entering your nesting reports on-

line at our website or mailing in a 

paper report. This is important to 

know how our bluebirds are doing in 

Minnesota. We hope you are all 

staying healthy and hope you have a 

great autumn. 
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Vanilla Gnat Deterrent, by David Schmidt 
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“1. I had to trim the trees a bit to have them fit inside the 
bottom of the roof inside the box.  
2. Secure the tree with a 1/2” sheet rock screw to the 
bottom of the inside of the roof.  
3. No need to add any additional spray to the tree.  
My results -- the four boxes where I used only the 
scented trees to prevent gnats were all successful in 
fledging bluebirds with zero gnat problems this season.  
In S.E. Minnesota gnats are generally bad from late May 
thru mid-July. I will be putting the scented trees in boxes 
starting in mid-May next year.” 
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Vanilla Gnat Deterrent, Cont. 

Photo by Doris Glander
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Dear Bluebirders,                                       September, 2020 

I hope your bluebird summer went well and that you encountered few challenges. With the season 

waning, I am heartened by the bluebirds that fly around my yard and the “baby talk” songs of the young 

ones as they prepare for their journey south. 

I encourage you now to submit your reports to BBRP. That can be done electronically at the BBRP 

website at bbrp.org.  If you encounter any problems with that process, you can get help from David 

Schmidt by emailing him at schmidt_dw@yahoo.com.  He is very good at responding to those who need 

help. You can also print a paper copy of the report and send it in via the USPS.  

At the end of the season, you don’t need to do anything special to your boxes other than cleaning out 

any nesting material. We leave most of our boxes up over the winter to provide roosting space for the birds 

on migration. Several will gather in one box to keep warm as they travel south and when they return again 

in the spring. The exception is the county road boxes which get hit with the snow from the plow. We remove 

the cylinders after migration is over and replace them in the spring when the bluebirds are back. These 

boxes are on private property, and our neighbors are very good at letting us know when we have returning 

bluebirds. 

This last bit of information you have probably anticipated. We will not be holding our annual SE MN 

Bluebirders’ Picnic this year in compliance with the health guidelines in place at this time. Bill & I will miss 

seeing you and sharing our “tales from the trail.” [Those of you who have earned your 100 bars or a Keep-

ing Bluebirds Safe badge should contact your county coordinator and we will arrange to get them to you.] 

We hope that the future will be brighter in our ability to get together; but in the meantime, feel free to call 

me or email me with concerns or if you simply want to chat about our little blue friends. 

Mary C. Bailey, County Coordinator Olmsted and Fillmore Counties BBRP 

S.E. Mn. Report August 24 
 

As of this writing 2020 has been a good year in this part of the state. I still have one box that has yet to 

fledge her 3rd batch from her box. I had three boxes that had triple nesting in them, and most of my 35 

boxes had two nestings. I removed several boxes that I had in town. I just grew tired of trapping sparrows. I 

did replace a few of them with chickadee boxes. 

Most of the bluebirders I talked to this summer from the Rushford area have been having good results 

too. 

I hope the rest of the state has been experiencing a similar situation. 2020 could be a good year for the 

bluebirds and the bluebirders 

I know my bluebird trail helped me get through this tough summer with the Covid. 

During these tough times any ray of sunshine we can get helps. 

 
Mike Jeresek, Fillmore and Houston County Coordinator BBRP

County Coordinator Corner

This is a follow-up to a memorial statement for Maxine Sheldon in the last newsletter. I 

noted her passing with her devotion to her “little boys” and that her pair of nestboxes had at 

that time five bluebird eggs in one of them. Sadly, that nest was preyed upon by wrens; how-

ever, her pair of bluebirds persisted and nested an additional two times, for, in essence, a triple 

nesting. Maxine’s site yielded nine baby bluebirds to grace SE Minnesota. She is pictured here 

with her service dog Chai who could also be considered a bluebirder since she would come 

bounding out to greet me as I checked the boxes each week. Chai also accompanied Maxine 

when she attended an Expo and the annual SE MN Bluebirders’ Picnics here in Chatfield. 

Maxine was devoted to bluebirds and the environment despite her infirmity, and she will be 

missed in our neighborhood - Mary C. Bailey,
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In Memoriam

Photos by  
Doris Glander
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 Need help or have suggestions? Call your County Coordinator! 
 
If you are an active bluebirder, and would like to donate some of your time to help others help the bluebirds, the 
BBRP is looking for more county coordinators.  If interested, contact Carrol Johnson, State Coordinator, at  
507-664-9433 or mnbluebirder@hotmail.com for more information.

  AITKIN 
Steve Gilbertson 
Aitkin 
218-927-1953 
 
ANOKA 
Jeanne Wilkinson 
Anoka 
763-229-9972 
jgwilk@comcast.net 
 
BELTRAMI 
Jim Humeniuk 
Bemidji 
218-766-1390 
jimhum59@gmail.com 
 
BENTON 
Bob & Sandy Rajkowski 
Rice 
320-393-2909 
 
CARLTON 
Steve Gilbertson  
Aitkin 
218-927-1953 
 
CROW WING 
Mary Kalinowski 
Baxter 
218-829-5297 

DAKOTA 
David Schmidt 
Inver Grove Heights 
651-457-9195 
schmidt_dw@yahoo.com 

 
Marlys Shirley 
Farmington 
952-469-3510 
gshirley@frontiermet.net 
 
FILLMORE 
Mary Bailey 
Chatfield 
507-867-9918 
marycbluebird@gmail.com 
 
Mike Jeresek 
Rushford 
507-864-2573 
san@acegroup.cc 
 
GOODHUE 
Steve Malecha 
Cannon Falls 
507-581-4383 
 
HENNEPIN 
John Hauser 
Bloomington 
952-831-8132 
jgshauser@gmail.com 
 
Bob Hursh 
Edina 
952-334-5084 
 
 
Pete Meyer 
Mound 
952-472-7449 
 

HOUSTON 
Mike Jeresek 
Rushford 
507-864-2573 
san@acegroup.cc 
 
HUBBARD 
Ron Jensen 
Park Rapids 
218-732-4205 
jenspr@unitelc.com 
 
ITASCA 
Rick Blake 
Grand Rapids 
218-327-3303 
 
KANABEC 
Steve Gilbertson 
Aitkin 
218-927-1953 
 
LAKE 
Beth Urban 
Ely 
218-365-5047 
 
LE SUEUR 
Bruce Smisek 
Montgomery 
507-364-8966 
montgomerysodco@gmail.com 
 
Ben Bartusek 
New Prague 
952-758-3398 
bartusek@bevcomm.net 

LYON 
Paul Rasmussen 
Russell 
507-823-4731 
 
Rita & Dennis Engels 
Ghent 
507-428-3554 
 
MORRISON 
Mike & Kelly Fulford 
 Little Falls 
612-581-6400 
mike@oliverspoint.com 
 
OLMSTED 
Mary Bailey 
Chatfield 
507-867-9118 
marycbluebird@gmail.com 
 
POPE 
Barb Mulvaney 
Glenwood 
320-278-3763 
 
RAMSEY 
George Brown 
Ramsey 
651-245-2435 
g.r-b.jr@comcast.net 
 
RICE 
Carrol Johnson 
Northfield 
507-664-9433 
mnbluebirder@hotmail.com 

Fern & Ken Vesledahl 
Nerstrand 
507-645-8610 
fvesledahl@outlook.com 
 
SCOTT  
David Schmidt 
Inver Grove Heights 
651-457-9195 
schmidt_dw@yahoo.com  
 
SHERBURNE 
Jan Wallin  
Zimmerman 
763-442-4390 
 
ST. LOUIS 
Beth Urban 
Ely 
218-365-5047 
 
SWIFT 
Bill Hoberg 
Benson 
320-843-3988 
 
 WABASHA 
Carol & Dale Nibbe 
Lake City 
651-345-2410 
 
WADENA 
Paul Sailer 
Wadena 
218-631-4401 
josiemae@wcta.net 

WASECA 
Wally Swanson 
Waterville 
507-362-8760 
swansonw@frontiernet.net 
 
WASHINGTON 
David Morgan 
Stillwater  
651-430-2427 
Leadrsheep@aol.com  
 

George Brown 
Ramsey 
651-245-2435 
g.r-b.jr@comcast.net 
 

WINONA 
Brianna Frisch   
Minnieska  
507-459-4829 
bri_kruse@hotmail.com 
 

WRIGHT 
Mary A Swenson 
Monticello 
763-516-1074 
maranswen@aol.com 
 

Brianna Frisch (Membership) 
Minnieska, MN   
507-459-4829  
bri_kruse@hotmail.com  
Carrol Johnson (State Coordinator) 
Northfield, MN  
C-507-649-0126   H-507-664-9433 
mnbluebirder@hotmail.com  
Jeanie Mortenson 
(lExpo Chair) 
Faribault, MN  
507-332-7003 
jeanieandcarl@hotmail.com  
Karah Bausch Olson 
Minneapolis, MN  
612-819-0944  
Karah.Bausch@target.com 

David Schmidt (Board Chair) 
Inver Grove Heights, MN   
651-457-9195 
schmidt_dw@yahoo.com  
Michael Sandberg (Secretary) 
Faribault, MN 
507-210-1519 
pa.sandberg3409@gmail.com 
 
Marlys and Glen Shirley 
Farmington, MN    
952-469-3510 
gshirley@frontiernet.net 

 Marilyn Suter 
Farmington, MN  
C-651-900-4335  
Zsuit1@frontier.com 

Wally Swanson (Annual Report) 
Waterville, MN  
507-380-4106 
swansonw@frontiernet.net 

Virginia Windschitl (Newsletter) 
Farmington, MN  
651-463-8056 
edbbnews@outlook.com  

BBRP Board Members

Photo by Doris Glander
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Thank you to everyone who wrote articles, provided photographs or helped with the mailing of this publication of the Bluebird News. 
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